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Preface

Edgard Colle and Johannes Zukertort were both masters and played from late 19th
century to the beginning of the next. Though they are rarely mentioned as
prominent players of that era, an entire opening carries their name, which is not
something that many players can say. Colle certainly contributed enormously in
implementing key ideas in this opening. Zukertort lost to Steinitz in the 1872 World
Championship Match, and was very strong in the 1870s and 1880s. He often
experimented with b3 ideas in various positions.

| would like to clarify that systems presented in this book that start with b3 we call
Zukertort, while ideas connected with c3 we call Colle systems. Both systems are
analysed in this book in detail. They often transpose into one another in terms of
ideas. Moreover, both the Colle and Zukertort can be used against many setups. |
have tried to do exactly that: find rare lines that can be deployed against many
regular openings. These, of course, have been modernised and tailored to create
unique and strong strategical play.

Indeed, this book is a modern twist on some old ideas. While reading some material
on the topic, | noticed that this opening is simply out of fashion. Therefore no new
games are being played, apart from a couple of Kramnik games which are obviously
not enough to reach clear conclusions, let alone build an opening for your own
application. | have decided to give it a fresh new look. Not only that, but after some
thorough analysis, | also implemented it into my own tournament practice.

The Colle-Zukertort is a deep independent opening in its own right, but is also very
flexible. Transpositions to the Queen’s Indian or Slav are often possible. The
simplicity of placing the bishop on d3, a knight on e5 and following up with f4 and
E f3 with checkmating prospects is very tempting. Underneath it all though, it is
way more than that simplified idea. It is filled with rich positional possibilities and
nuances that one should be aware of. | have tried to show as many aspects as
possible, pointing out exactly the relevant details and knowledge that are normally
only accessible to strong positional players, such as Kramnik. This opening is for fans
of classical chess. | wanted to present chess in the “old” style, before players had
access to engines to help them with their play and understanding. Before engines,
players such as Colle and Zukertort created and innovated to such an extent that
we still use their ideas today. | wanted to use this approach, to remind readers that
this style of chess still exists.



Other systems are also covered in this book besides the usual 1.d4 d5 2.2f3 &\fe
3.e3 (which can also be reached through the move order 1.d4 &\f6 2.2)f3 d5 3.e3,
obviously). | have tried to give some interesting and rare positional lines as possible
reactions to some logical Black responses, such as setups with ...c5 or ...g6.

Milos Pavlovic
Belgrade 2019
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Chapter Guide

1.d4 d5 2.3 &\f6 3.e3 e6 4.2.d3 ¢5 5.0-0 Y\c6 6.c3 2d6 7.2)bd2 0-0 8.dxc5
2xc5 9.b4
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Part L. Chapter 1: 1.d4 d5 2.2)f3 &)f6 3.e3 €6 4.2d3 ¢5 5.0-0 ¢4, 5..4)c6 13

1.d4 d5 2. 93 £)f6 3. e3 e6 4. 2.d3

EAolids [El
Aid | iai
iA
i
A
Ry
a8 A [AA/A
=QAYR e 2

Position after: 4. £d3

An important thing to say is that this
book is about deeply understanding
classical chess based on a modern out-
look rather then looking for direct at-
tempts for an advantage using in-depth
engine analysis.

Learning chess classically is of the ut-
most necessity to all competitive play-
ers. The Colle and Zukertort lines are
not mainstream systems in today’s
chess, but | think that is because they
were not properly analysed. Recently,
we’ve seen a rise of the London system,
to such an extent that everybody is now
playing it. | think that the lines treated
in this book may also be victims to such
popularity in coming years. They hold
such a variety of ideas, from positional
to attacking, which is rarely found in
chess nowadays.

4...c55.0-0!

This is essential: before deciding on c¢3
or b3, White must castle first. However,
this does gives Black the interesting pos-
sibility to close the position with ...c4
and force matters into a much slower
type of game.

5...c41?

Animportant line, Black simply wants to
gain space and defend it no matter
what. A perfectly legitimate idea and
something that White cannot neglect.

6. 2e2b57.b3 b7

EA Wéee E|
ide Ad i
iA
i

F
f i)
& AN
Al RIA AR
E@£@ =g

Position after: 7... g.b7

This is the line’s starting position.
8. a4l?

White goes for a solid plan, other ideas
are also possible:

A) 8. bxc4!? bxc4 [8... dxc4 9. a4 a6 10.
c3 Nbd7 11. Ybd2 If Black takes with
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the d-pawn on c4, White goes for e4.
The position then becomes rather im-
balanced.] 9. 9\c3

EA Weés K
ide Adi
id

4
2)
A
A LA AA

2 QU E

Position after: 9. #\c3

b [Fpee

Al) 9... &6 10. Ebl Lb4a [10...
Eb8 11. e4!? £b4 12. exd5 exd5 13.
Exba Dxba 14. 24 §c6 15. Lxb8
Wyxpb8 16. Wd2 0-0 17. Ebl Ees
Black is probably OK here.] 11. £d2
0-0 12. YHe5 Eb8 13. a3 Lxc3 14.
L xc3 PDed 15. Dxc6 Lxc6 16. Exb8
Wxbg 17. 2b4 Ec8 18. f3 d6 19.
W d2 White might even consider go-
ing for an advantage here.

A2) 9... £b4 10. £d2 Hc6 11. Ebl
transposes.

A3) 9... Dbd7 10. Ebl £.c611. De5
Dxe5 12. dxe5 Pd7

Bl Wes Ep
A A i1

&0 4

A4

i

A
Al Al QA AlA
EQYW E®

Position after: 12... 2\d7

13. e4! An interesting pawn sacrifice
in order to disturb Black’s logical play.
13... dxe4 14. &xc4 Dxe5 15. Lb5
Wxd1 16. Exd1 f5 17. £f4 a6 18.
22 Ng619. Le3x

B) 8. A\c31?

E W
i

L
- o
[

F 3
A

Do be | o B

ficdve)
=l

A

&
Al A A8
E 08 E®

Position after: 8. #\c3!?

Kramnik’s choice. 8... a6! The best and
most critical. [8... b4 9. Za4 ¢3 10. Ye5
£d611. a3 a5 12. b5+ 28 13. N5
Whe 14. Dxb7 Wxb7 15. We2 g6 16.
ed! Dxed 17. Lhe+ De7 18. 3 Dd2
19. Efel ©d8 20. £f4 1-0 Kramnik, V
(2808) — Giri, A (2771) Stavanger 2017.
Nice miniature by the Ex-World Cham-
pion.] 9. De5

EA W
2
F

& E|
iAlda
a

i
A

)
i
i N
A A
2

o> e

A A AR
E oW ED

Position after: 9. 2\e5

B1) 9... Wc7 10. £d2 Hc6 11. 4
£d612.a3[12. bxca dxc4! is good for
Black.] 12... 0-0
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Position after: 12... 0-0

13. We11 [13. &3 He7 Again, this is
a good idea for Black.] 13... Ye7 14.
g4 Nes 15. Wg3 f6 16. 3 h8 17.
b4 with the idea to transfer the knight
from c3 to f2 and bishop from e2 to
c2! It’s usually about plans here!

B2) 9... 2\c6 10. f4

£l Weég K
L Adi
il Al 14
Al ADD
Al 14
AN
allal el ala
E QW EBEd

Position after: 10. f4

B2.1) 10... b4 11. Ya4 c3 12. a3 a5
13. e4 Nxed 14. £b5 Wc7 15. 15
exf5 16. Exf5 f6 17. £f4 £d6 18.
Wh5+ White wins.

B2.2) 10... £d6 11. bxc4!? dxc4
[11... bxc4 12. Eb1 Wc7 13. g4 0-0
14. g5 9\d7 15. £g4! White doesn’t
allow ...f6, and prepares the natural
idea £3-h3.] 12. £f3 Wc7 13. a3
0-0 14. We1 He7 15. e4 with yet
another complex position.

B2.3) 10... £e7 11. a3 0-0 Another
idea for White is to transfer the
dark-squared bishop from d2 to h4
with 12. £d2. The position is un-
clear but full of potential.

8...a69. c31?

EA Wee E=
2 F Y O
F iA
F YO
AL ATA
AA [AD
LA AA
2HnQW HED

Position after: 9. c3!?

A positional idea for White here is to ex-
change the dark-sqaured bishops via a3
and to later on try and build some pres-
sure along the a- or b-file.

9... N\bd7 10. Hbd2

10. &fd2!? We will see the idea behind
this in a few moves... 10... £e7 11.
£2a31? 0-0 12. £xe7 Wxe7 13. Da3
L6 14. axb5 axb5

E Eé |0
AW 4a i
FANFY
Al 4
A4
DAA A
NLA AR
E W ED

Position after: 14... axb5
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15. &c2!1? That's the point! White
wants to occupy the b4-square with a
knight. 15... Wd6 16. Hba Lb7 17.
Wc2 g6 18. h3 with some pressure.

If Black ever goes ...e5, then White can
simply take and play &)f3.

10... 2e7 11. 223 0-0 12. W2 2.¢6
13. Wh2 h6 14. h3 E b8 15. axb5 axb5
16. 2 xe7 Wxe7

E Ed o
Al i 4
L0 A4 4
Al &
P
Al AL A
g QHalaa
E ED

Position after: 16... Wxe7

=

...c4 is‘a,unique attempt. Black is
5driving the game into a more
closed position. It's a solid idea,
but White“still has good chances to

achieve active play. After 6.2e2 b5
7.b3 £b7 White has a few ideas: one is

17. Ea6!?

17. Ea7 Wd6 18. Efal As in the main
line, White has some pressure. 1-0 (84)
Kurajica, B (2551) — Bareev, E (2734) Sa-
rajevo 2003.

17... Efc8 18. b4 E a8 19. Efal Exa6
20. Exa6 Wd6 21. Wa1

E @ |
A 11
E oW i
F YO
A AA
A BQLA
NLIA A
1 =)

Position after: 21. Wa1

White has some initiative here.

Conclusion

8.a4 to try and exchange the dark-
squared bishop and to get control of the
a-file. The other is to go 8. ¢c31?, as
Kramnik did. A rather sharp idea that re-
quires a precise reaction from Black.
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1.d4d52. 93 H)f6 3. e3 e6 4. 2d3 ¢5
5.0-0 ?)c6 6. c3

Bl oW e (Kl
di Ald A
a 14

i
3
ggg@
A A8
g@g@ 2D

Position after: 6. c3

We are entering the Colle system, which
is defined as the c3-setup. White has a
few ideas here, e4 usually being the
main one. This is often only achieved
when White goes dxc5 and only then e4.
Due to the knight being on ¢6, Black is
forced to take with the bishop on c5. Re-
semblances with the Semi Slav are obvi-
ous and we can say that White is a clear
tempo up compared to Black’s perspec-
tive in the Semi Slav, and that is often an
important detail in sharp positions.

6... 2d6 7. 2\bd2 0-0 8. dxc5 £xc5 9.
b4 Le7

A slower approach to this position, but
also a more solid one in a way.

For 9... £d6, see the next subchapters.

10. £b2

El oW Kl |
Ail Lidi
A 14
i

A
AL A
AL & AAA
2 NYNES

Position after: 10. £b2

10... a6

Black’s plan is more positional here and
involves a more solid approach.

A) 10...b6 11. a3 £b7

E W Ed
i L4idi
A i

o = e
» b
[m]

F
A ALAD
N 8 AR

E 9 B

Position after: 11... 2b7

12. We2 [12. c4 a5 13. b5 b8 14. We2
Abd7 15. cxd5 Dxd5 16. Dcd Yc5 17.
Efd11? Black’s problem is that their
queen lacks good squares.] 12... Wc7
13. c4!
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Position after: 13. c4!

It is important to push c4 before decid-
ing where to put the rooks. Only after c4
can we have a clearer picture of where
each rook belongs. 13... dxc4 14. Yxc4
g4 15. Efcl! Escaping from potential
tricks connected with a mate on h2.

B) 10..e511.e4 £g412. h3

Position after: 12. h3

12... 2h5 [12... 2xf3 13. Wxf3 d4 14.
a3 dxc3 15. £xc3 Dd4 16. Lxd4 Wxda
17. ©\b3 Whe 18. Eacl Eac819. £c4
White is slightly better as the bishop on
c4 is rather strong.] 13. exd5 £xd5 14.
W2 h6 [14... £g6 15. £xg6 hxgb 16.
b5 &\a5 17. Pxe5+] 15. b5 Pab

(see analysis diagram next column)

E W Ed
di 24

F )
Aarl Ak £
)

ALlH
AQUEH A4
=S E®

Position after: 15... £a5

[m]

16. £h7+! A nice tactical solution. 16...
Dh817.c4 Nba [17... Nf418. Lxe5+]
18. We41 White is better. This motif of
bringing the queen to the centre has al-
ready been seen in other lines, showing
that it is an important asset.

Back to 10... ab.

E oW Eeél |
Al 2idd
il A ia
i

ALAD
AR & AAA
J=¢ W ED

Position after: 10... a6

&

11. a4

The most energetic. White does not
want to allow ...b5 easily.

A) 11.a3 b5 12. a4 EDb8 13. axb5 axb5
14. We2 Whe
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Position after: 14... Wbe

15. Nd4 Dxda?! [15... e5!] 16. exd4
De8 17. Db3 Hd6 18. Lcl! An im-
portant aspect of this idea: White ma-
noeuvres his pieces into better posi-
tions, improving coordination.

B) 11. Wh11?

El oW Eé |
Al fiai
il Al 14
i
A&
ALAD
AL N [AAA

2Y J=qe?

Position after: 11. Wb1!?

11... bS5 [11... e5 12. e4 dxed 13. Dxed
Nhs 14, Ed1 W7 15. g3 ixg3 16.
hxg3 g6 17. £c1 Le6 18. 2e3 Eac8
19. Wh2 with unclear consequences.]
12. a4 Eb8 13. axb5 axb5 14. h3 Whe
15. \d4 2d7 16. D2f3 Efc8 17. Ea3
268 18. Wa2 Wds 19. Eal with a
complicated game ahead.

11...e5

11... b6 12. We2 2b7 13. b5 axbs 14.
axb5 a5 15. c4

Position after: 15. c4

15... Nd7 [15... dxcd 16. Dxcd Dxca
17. &xc4 Exa118. Exal Wc719. Ec1
Ec820. Wd1 Whg 21. Nd4h622. 2f1
Excl23. Wxcl L5 24. Y c6 Although
Black is close to equality, the weakness
on c6 helps White to generate some
pressure.] 16. cxd5 )¢5 17. e4 exd5 18.
2b1 Be819. Ed1 Wc7 20. e5 g6 21.
2232 DNe622. Eacl £c523.g3 Eeds
24. 231 We7 25. ha An unclear posi-
tion.

12. e4 dxed 13. \xed

El oW Kl |
Al 2idd
ila A
i
A
ALID
2 A &I
E 4 EBEF

Position after: 13. @\xe4
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13... Hh5

13... Wc714. Eel Ed8 15. W2 Nxes
[15... g6 16. Deg5!? Nga 17. L1 Dg7
18. h3 Dh6 19. .4 f5 20. Wp3 e4 21.
Nda Dxdd 22. cxdd Lf6 23. Leb
White has the initiative.] 16. £xe4 g6

El L [ & o
AW 640 4
il a i

i
Al 1R
A &
Ly AAA
=S E @

Position after: 16... g6

17. b5 axb5 18. axb5 Exal 19. Exal
Nb8 [19... Da5 20. c4! PNxca? 21.
Hxe5 wins for White.] 20. ¢4 £d7 21.
h4!? White’s chances are preferable.

14. b5 )4 15. £b1

El oW Kl |

Al 2idd
il A

a0 &
A Ay

s &

2 A A8

28 W EBED

Position after: 15. £b1

15... axb5

The alternative is also rather complex:
15... Da5 16. Dxe5 Le6 17. W3 Hgb
18. ¢4 Dxe5 19. Kxe5 Nxc4 20. K.c3

Position after: 20. £¢3

White has more active pieces and this
leads to easier play: 20... axb5 [20...
W7 21. g3 Bad8 22. Dfs Lxf5 23.
2xf5 axb5 24. Eabl g6 25. Exbs
White has some edge here.] 21. axb5
Exal 22. £xal Wds 23. Wg3 f6 24.
Ee1 Wd7 25. ha ©h8 26. h5 he 27.
‘%’gG c%,gs

E & &P
Al We 4
PR
A A
a a
A A
28 EH &

Position after: 27... g8

28. Yg5! Nice idea, but probably only
leads to a draw. It still indicates that
Black is under some pressure in such po-
sitions. White risks nothing, while Black
has to show precise play.
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16. axb5 Exal 17. £xal a5 18. 22. Dxcd Wxca 23. Nda L.¢524. Eel

Zxe5 L6 19. Wc21? 2 xd4 25. cxdd Wxbs 26. Wd2
W Ed | Ed |
i L2141 i 4 i
2 2
A A &) Wy i
DA A A
A
1% A AA W AAaA
Y B gel B &
Position after: 19. Wc21? Position after: 26. Wd2

19... f5 20. Dd2 Wds 21. DNdf3 Dca4  This is slightly better for White.

1.d4d52. Nf3 N6 3.e3e64. £d3c5 We are now dealing with other possible
5.0-0 £c6 6. c3 2d6 7. ©\bd2 0-0 8. ideas for Black, and there are lots of

dxc5 £xc59. ba 2d6 10. b2 them. For 10...e5 see the next two sub-
chapters.
|m
% i L5 f? i A) 10... Wc7 11. b5 De5 12. Hxes
FYY £xe513.f4 2d6 14. c4 We715. Ec1
A i z.ggz@h
i i dd i
AL AN 214
AL & AAA A A 4 &
B NYNED .
Position after: 10. £b2 Al &Y AR
HW Ed

10... @g4 Position after: 15. Ec1
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15... £d7 [15... b6 16. 2xf6 Wxfe 17.
cxd5 exd5 18. Wh5 h6 19. Wxds+] 16.
ed dxed 17. 2xf6! Wxfe 18. Hxed
Wda+ 19. ©h1 L.c5 20. We2 f5 21.
Nxc5 Wxes5 22. Le2 White may be
slightly better here.

B) 10... £d7 11. b5 De5 12. &xe5
Lxe5 13. N3 2d6 14. c4 We7 15.
cxd5 Dxds 16. Wh3

X Ed |
Ail 2Wiaa
L:1F

Al A
WLAN
AR A AR

g =g~

Position after: 16. Wb3

White has slightly better chances.

C) 10...b6 11. a3 a5 [11... b7 12. ¢4
gives White easy play in the centre.] 12.
b5 &e5 13. PDxe5 Lxe5

E oW Eeé
441
a

[m]

4
A

G o

i i
A AL
£ O AAA
2 | Y ED

Position after: 13... £xe5

Now White has two possible paths: 14.
f4 [14. D3 2.d6 15. c4 dxcd 16. xf6
gxf6 17. Le4 Ea7 18. Wc2 f519. £.c6

Wfe 20. Wxca Ee7 21. g3 L5 22.
Efd1 e5 23. £d2 with another com-
plex middlegame position.] 14... £d6
15.c4 £b7 16. cxdS exd5 17. Eel Ec8
18. 25 Ec7 19. D3 £c5 20. Le5
Ee821. Ec1 Ece722. £d4w

D) 10... a6

E oW Eeé
F F Y W
il ALi4
4

ALIASD
AR B AAA
E Y E®

Position after: 10... a6

[m]

&

Again, White now has a choice between
allowing ...b5 or not: 11. a3 [11. a4 We7
12. b5 &e5 13. Dxe5 Lxe5 14. We2
£d7 15. c4 L&xb2 16. Wxb2 Efd8 17.
Efcl dxcd 18. £xc4 h6 19. Le2 Le8
20. h3 axb5 21. axb5 Exal 22. Exal
Wde 23. Dca Wes 24. Des Eds 25.
f3 with equal play. That was just one
possible example.] 11... b5 12. a4 Eb8
13. axb5 axb5 14. We2 Whe 15. Nd4
e5I?

K& Ed
Adi

Was a

Al A4

A

ALIA

2 QYA AA

=S E®

Position after: 15... e5!?

[m]




